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A retired west-coast (U.S.A.) business man has surprised the origin of life community by
announcing a major prize for origin of life research. The $50,000 award and up to
$2,000,000 in potential research funding are offered “…for the best original proposal
pertaining to the study of the origin of life on Earth, including an outline of work to be
performed…” The sponsor of the prize, Harry Lonsdale, will announce the competition at
ORIGINS 2011 in Montpellier (http://www.origins2011.univ-montp2.fr/). While vaguely
similar-sounding announcements have appeared before, this seems to be completely
authentic and a panel of experts well-known to the community has been assembled to
evaluate applications. Details can be found at: www.originlife.org.
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